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ABSTRACT

This research on participation of Agricultural Cooperatives members in central regions
aims to examine factors affecting participation by members of Agricultural Cooperatives.
The Agricultural Cooperatives are run by the members for the members. For this reason, the
success of Agricultural Cooperatives stems from the participation and support of members.
Therefore, the study on factors related to the participation of members of Agricultural
Cooperatives would be very useful for relevant agencies to promote the participation of
members of Agricultural Cooperatives and strengthen the Agricultural Cooperatives’
achievement. This quantitative research collected data by using questionnaires with the
members of Agricultural Cooperatives in central region. This area contains numerous
Agricultural Cooperatives which have played an important role in economic development. The
total 230 samples were randomized by applying multi-stage sampling and then a hypothesis
test was conducted by utilizing path analysis and stepwise regression analysis.

The results found that most members were male at the age of 51 and graduated from
upper primary school. There were 5 members in their families. In aspect of economy, most of
them were agriculturalists, followed by employees. Most members utilized the production area
for free. Besides, their living standard was at moderate level and they did not have any financial
problem.

In terms of understanding on the Agricultural Cooperatives, most samples had knowledge
and understanding on this topic at moderate level. Moreover, their attitudes towards the
Agricultural Cooperatives were at moderate to high level. When considering a decision to apply
for the member of Agricultural Cooperatives, most samples made the decision by themselves
and they mostly expected to use loan service. In aspect of the members’ participation in the
Agricultural Cooperatives, most of them took part in activities and businesses of the Agricultural
Cooperatives at moderate level.

According to the analysis of relationship between several factors affecting the members’
participation in the Agricultural Cooperatives, the findings indicated that some personal factors
such as sex, social position, information from Agricultural Cooperatives, economical factors
including production area, amount of business joined with Agricultural Cooperatives, dividend

or return average money, and psychological factors consisting of attitude, knowledge and
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understanding on principles and approaches for running the business of Agricultural

Cooperatives had an influence on the members’ participation in the Agricultural Cooperatives.

However, age and education had no direct effect but they indirectly affected the members’

participation through the attitude,

Cooperatives.

knowledge and understanding on the Agricultural

Keywords: Cooperatives, Participation, Knowledge and Understanding, Sufficiency Economy
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