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Keys to a successful canine and feline ocular exam
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Abstract

Before the patient can be properly treated for an ophthalmic condition, the veterinarian or examiner
must correctly diagnosis any abnormal ophthalmic finding. When performing an ocular exam in dogs and
cats, the examiner must evaluate all areas of eyelid, cornea, anterior chamber, lens, vitreous body and retina.
The importance of thorough diagnostic testing such as, Schirmer tear test, intraocular pressure measurement,
fluorescein staining, direct and indirect ophthalmoscopy should be performed in all ophthalmic patients. In
additions, the order of testing is important because some tests or observations should be performed before
others. The scope of this article is to give an overview of the basic steps procedures involved which are the
keys to a successful ophthalmic exam and to aid the examiner feel comfortable and confident with the overall

process.
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