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ABSTRACT

The major objective of this qualitative research was to 1) study the problems and the severity of the
problem of gambling for children and youth in a participatory manner and, 2) analysis of community
potentials for preventing and solving gambling problems in children and youth of Nongrong Community,
Kanchanaburi Province. Nongrong Community in Kanchanaburi province was selected as the study site.

Data collection with document analysis, in-depth interview, focus group discussion, and community survey.

Key informants include community leaders, community members, local wisdom scholars,
representatives of group and community organization, representatives of children and youth, and external
participants from various local organizations, totaling 35 persons and collected quantitative data from
questionnaires with a sample of children and youth aged between 12 - 18 years with simple random sampling
of 84 persons. Data were obtained and analyzed with content analysis and quantitative data using descriptive
statistics. It was revealed that Nongrong Community has gambling problem of children and youth was not
very serious and have a positive attitude towards gambling at a moderate level And a low level of positive
attitude. The community has a need for prevention and resolution to reduce the tendency to increase strength.
Nongrong community has the potential and social capital to participate in 6 aspects: 1) the abundance of
local resources, 2) the local wisdom, 3) the way of life, cultural and community traditions, 4) group integration,
5) relative relationships, and 6) leadership potential. Ban Huai Sapansamakkee community forest is the most
prominent community capital. In addition, the lesson learned was reflected through a community forum to
proposed prevention and resolution was the integrated between potential and community capital, with
emphasis on natural resources capital, namely, community forest along with cultural and tradition capital, and

human capital, combined with legal and learning process.
Keywords: community potentials, gambling problems in children and youth
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