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Abstract

Our aims of this paper were 1) to study the biography and works of Saman Taengwong and
2) to study arranging and techniques used in Thai country songs performed by big country song bands
using quantitative research methods. Ethnomusicology research methods and musicology analyses were
used in this study. It was found that. A song was purposively chosen as the sample from the songs
composed by Saman Taengwong during 2007-2017.

1. Saman Taengwong got a bachelor’s degree in education with musicology as his major from
Srinakharinwirot University, Prasarnmit campus. As a middle school student, he began playing clarinet
in Kannasut Suksalai school’'s military band Suphanburi Province. He could read notation both on the
treble clef and the bass clef very well, and could perform all kinds of music, especially more than three
hundred complex Thai traditional songs. He was a saxophonist in Fueang Fa band, Chong kho band,
Magalabhorn band, and he was a musician in many nightclubs in Nakhon Pathom, Ratchaburi,
Samutsakhon. He was the conductor and a backup musician for many singers; Yotrak Salakchai,
Butsaba Athitthan, Thipphawan Kaeochan, Atsawin Sithong, and the singers in Nopphon Promotion
production house. He was titled as “khru phu song khun kha haeng phaen din” (a valuable teacher of
the country) by the Ministry of Education in 2017.

2. Saman Taengwong believes that to arrange Thai country songs for competition, the purpose
of the competition and the size of the band should be considered. Each part of a song, introduction,
solo phrase, and outtro should be arranged according to the performance of singers and musicians. In
the phrase with eighth notes and fast tempo, the harmonization should be unison. Musicians should
avoid playing the same melody as the singing. Musicians should use chords within those from the
original version of the song. If there are two keyboards or two guitars in the band, the two instruments
should not play in unison. There are two forms of big bands: 4x4 form and 5x7 form. The main melody

should not be played by an alto saxophone but by a trumpet for a clearer sound.
Keyword : Music Arranging, Thai country songs, Thai country band, Saman Taengwong
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