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ABSTRACT

This research aimed to study the conditions of Laemchabang municipalities in terms of the
infrastructure, demographic, source of revenue, level of income, spending habits, consumption,
property, debt and household savings. Living conditions welfare assistance and the use of public
services in the municipalities were also included in this study. The data were then analyzed to
examine the distribution of household income and identify related problems in order to formulate
development plan for the community. The study used primary data collected by questionnaire and
interviews of sample households in 2014. Then, using the descriptive analyzes in the preliminary data
and analyzed the distribution of household income by measuring inequality of income (the Gini
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Coefficient and the Lorenz Curve). The study found that most members of 400 household samples
in Laemchabang municipalities had primary education to bachelor degree, had their own resident,
worked in private companies as the main occupations (the average income was 45,531.70 baht per
month), worked as merchants for the secondary occupations (the average income was 15,956.41 baht
per month). The majority of household expenditures were used on food and beverages, followed by
debt payment for occupation and study purposes, which were mostly paid through the credit cards.
However, households wanted the government to take increasing role in improving the environment
of the community. The analysis of income distribution shows that the Gini coefficient is equal to
0.3954. It means that the distribution of household income is remained well-balanced because the
value is closer to 0 than 1 or it’s not too high. Furthermore, the value shows better in income
distribution compared to the whole country. The income disparity between the richest and poorest
group in the municipality reveals that the rich are earning combined 30.86 percent of the total income

and the poor have 2.20 percent of total income, accounting for the disparity in income between the

two groups equals to 14.03 times.
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