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ABSTRACT

This survey research investigated the perceptions of the impacts of the ASEAN Economic
Community (AEC) on the part of para-rubber farmers, and also examined the factors that were
considered important in determining their differences in perceptions regarding the impacts of the
AEC. Primary data were collected using structured interviews from a total sample of 400 para-rubber
farmers using the mixed-methods sampling technique. Descriptive statistics and a binary logit model
were applied for the data analysis. The results revealed that the respondents perceived a high level
of overall potential impacts of the AEC (X = 3.63+0.65). Moreover, they perceived a high level of
overall direct and indirect impacts ()_( =3.57+0.72 and 3.74+0.74, respectively), for instance, changes
in farm income and the prices of para-rubber, and changes in bargaining power with buyers and
competition in para-rubber product production. The statistically-significant factors determining the
perceptions of the impacts of the AEC of the respondents were: the adequacy of household
labor/hired labor for para-rubber farming, access to AEC information; visits/advice offered by
government officers; training/field trips/sessions/seminars on para-rubber farming; and the number
of household members, with respective perceptual probabilities of the impacts of the AEC of 0.1969,
0.1911, 0.1487, 0.1027, and 0.0512, respectively. The results are useful for related government

agencies to formulate appropriate agricultural extension strategies for para-rubber farmers.

Keywords: Perception, Para-rubber Farmer, Logit Model, ASEAN Economic Community (AEC)
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AuThde
fiauus Anduuszans HANTENUEIURY
GEN -0.2446 (0.3523)" -0.0427 (0.0609)
AGE -0.0168 (0.0250) -0.003 (0.0044)
EDU -0.0229 (0.0505) -0.0041 (0.0089)
MEM 0.2900*** (0.1163) 0.0512** (0.0204)
LAB -0.3700 (0.5219) -0.0691 (0.1025)
FUN 0.1847 (0.2028) 0.0326 (0.0357)
EXP -0.0045 (0.0185) -0.0008 (0.0033)
RLC 0.0154 (0.0133) 0.0027 (0.0023)
HLA 1.6938* (0.8705) 0.1969*** (0.0608)
ICP -0.4315 (0.3982) -0.0796 (0.0764)
ANI -0.1579 (0.4612) -0.0272 (0.0772)
INF 1.0828*** (0.2232) 0.1911*** (0.0367)
SEM 0.5821* (0.3343) 0.1027* (0.0587)
ADV 0.9667** (0.4426) 0.1487** (0.0580)
HEL 0.2041 (0.5968) 0.0345 (0.0965)
RIN 7.12x107 (1.73x10°) -1.26x10” (0.0000)
Constant -3.0515* (-1.8309)

McFadden R square = 0.2326 -2 log likelihood (-2LL) = -122.246 LR Chi-squared =74.108***

wanewe: | fauluiadu vaneds AenueaIaeiouNInTg Il
2% < 0.01, * p < 0.05 Wag * p < 0.10
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