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ABSTRACT

The conflicts in the southern provinces of Thailand have been severe for several years.
The two objectives of this study were to develop an index to measure the seriousness of the
conflicts and to evaluate their economic impacts. In this study, the Deep South Violence Index
(DSVI) was developed in order to measure the severity of conflicts at the district level during
2004-2017. The components of the index were the number of incidents, injuries, deaths, and
property damage. In order to account for the temporal effects of the conflicts on each district,
the composite severity scores from previous years were weighted and added to the year of
interest severity score. In addition, in order to account for the transboundary effects of fear
resulting from the conflicts, the DSVI also includes the weights of severity score from neighboring
districts on a given district. Further, in order to evaluate the economic impacts of the conflicts,
panel data were used to assess the relationship between DSVI and economic activities
represented by electricity consumption in the districts during 2012-2017. The impacts were
estimated using fixed-effects method.

The median of the calculated DSVI in the southern Thai districts increased from 2004 to
2007, decreased from 2007 to 2010, increased again from 2010 to 2012, and then finally
decreased from 2012 to 2017. The increases in the DSVI were found to be negatively associated

with economic activities, which was the amount of electricity used per electric meter.

Keywords: Southern Thailand Provinces, Violence Index, Economic Impact
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anuliiasugs dnilvgiaeifusunefiiuiuiiviase Reanfvesnudouds fufnanudauds
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VARIABLES wuusaesii (1) wuuseesii (20 uuusiaesii (3)
(n(inci) 0.00592 0.000368
(0.00950) (0.00624)
(n(death) 0.00135 0.00272
(0.00294) (0.00224)
(n(inj) -0.00566™* -0.00608*
(0.00156) (0.00230)
(n(dsvi) -0.0328**
(0.00766)
Constant 7.490%** 7.812%*% 8.027***
(0.0204) (0.233) (0.209)
Other controls No n(depend), (n(depend),
(n(school) (n(school)
Observations 221 221 221
R-squared 0.674 0.698 0.696
Number of district 37 37 37
District FE YES YES YES
Year FE YES YES YES

Robust standard errors in parentheses *** p<0.01, ** p<0.05, * p<0.1
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